
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                            Key Stage 1 – Key Knowledge History 

Why should we remember Mary Seacole and Edith Hughes? 

Retrieval Lesson – Knowledge 
categories  

Essential Knowledge 
and tasks 1  

Essential Knowledge 
and tasks 2 

Essential Knowledge 
and tasks 3 

-Ask the children what 

they already know about 
nursing. Allow them to 

share their experiences of 

nurses or being in 
hospital. 

-If possible invite a nurse 
into school to talk to the 

children about her job.  

- Explain to the children 
that Hospitals and 

Nursing has changed 

dramatically over the 
years and they are going 

to look at a famous nurse 
from the past and a local 

lady who helped nursing 

in St.Helens.  

          

          
 

 

Knowledge  

- Mary Seacole was born in  
November 1805.   

-She was a nurse.  

-During the Crimean War she 
opened a British Hotel” near 

to the battlefields. 
-At the hotel soldiers could 

rest and buy hot food, 

drinks and equipment. 
-Mary used the money spent 

there to help treat and care 

for sick and wounded 
soldiers. 

 

Tasks 

- Compare and contrast the 
conditions inside a hospital 

during the Crimean War 

with the conditions you 
would see today. 

-Explain what makes Mary 
Seacole a significant person. 

 

Suggested tasks 
- Create a timeline using the 

dates you have about Mary 

Seacole. Can you add any 
other dates that you know? 

Knowledge  

-Dame Claire Bertschinger was 
born in 1953. 

-She was born in Essex, in 

England. 
-Her job was a nurse.   

-She inspired famous singers 
to raise money to help the 

starving people in Ethiopia.   

  
 

 

 

Knowledge 
-Edith Hughes was Born 

1863. 
-She was a nurse.  

-Edith Hughes set up the 

St.Helens branch of the 
British red cross.  

-The British Red Cross  
provide  people, equipment, 

and resources to support 

those affected by an 
emergency. 

 
 

Knowledge  
-The St. Helens Red Cross 

fund organised fund raising 
events, bought ambulances to 

take wounded soldiers to 

hospital and sent packages to 
soldiers.    

 
Tasks 

-Explain why we should 

remember Mary Seacole and 
Edith Hughes. . 

Tasks  

Who do you think is more 

significant Mary Seacole,  
Edith Hughes or Claire 

Bertschinger? 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

-Who do you think is more 

significant Mary Seacole or 

Edith Hughes?  

 
 


